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WHERE THE 

RICE INDUSTRY MEETS
USA Rice is excited to be back in-person for the 2021 USA Rice Outlook Conference, the 
largest rice conference in the United States!  This event focuses on bringing the entire 
industry together to examine current issues and trends, learn from experts and each other, 
and to celebrate excellence in our industry.

Learn.  Network.  Grow.
Over three days in December, farmers, millers, 
merchants, agri-businesses, government 
representatives, end-users, suppliers, academics, and 
other industry affiliates gather to network, participate 
in educational programming, and plan for the 
coming crop year.

One of the most dynamic features of the Outlook 
Conference is the trade show, where exhibiting 
companies are excited to connect with you!  Engage 
with exhibitors and learn about the latest and 
greatest products, services, and innovations that can 
help your business.

JOIN 
USA 
RICE & 
SAVE 

A variety of membership 
opportunities are available, 
including USA Rice 
Enterprise Partner for 
companies affiliated with the 
U.S. rice industry.  Benefits 
include discounted registration 
for the Outlook Conference 
and more!

For USA Rice membership information, please 
contact Jeanette Davis, jdavis@usarice.com,  
(240) 682-0059. 

We are committed to the safety of all participants in the 2021 USA Rice Outlook Conference. While some 
elements of the event might be a bit different due to necessary safety measures, we are monitoring guidance 
on a daily basis from local, state, and federal health authorities in our efforts to keep people safe. We will be 
making real-time adjustments, as needed, to provide a safe meeting environment. We will communicate our 
on-site policies to registered attendees prior to the conference and will post signage throughout the event 
space to keep you informed of any changes. For a comprehensive look at the safety measures in place and 
USA Rice’s Code of Conduct requirements, please visit usarice.com/outlook/safety.

Health & Safety

https://www.usarice.com/docs/default-source/membership/brochures/membership_brochure_enterprise_partner.pdf
https://www.usarice.com/docs/default-source/membership/brochures/membership_brochure_enterprise_partner.pdf
mailto:jdavis%40usarice.com?subject=
https://www.usarice.com/outlook/safety
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Emerging Technologies in Rice 
Production
A look at new technology across 
many areas that is impacting U.S. 
rice production, including hardware 
on equipment, data harvesting, data 
management, software programs, new 
crop protectant chemicals, fertilization, 
application technology, and more.

Aromatic Imports, the Market, and Opportunity for 
U.S. Rice
Fragrant rice imports to the U.S. continue to grow, driven 
largely by a fast-growing ethnic population. But does 
this trend present an opportunity for domestically-grown 
fragrant rices? 

Transportation, 
Infrastructure, and Logistics
Coming off record-setting 
natural disasters, a global 
pandemic, and shifting 
markets, the transportation 
sector is going through 
massive changes. Our expert 

panel will look at what happened and what lies ahead. 

Rice Quality Symposium
Over the past decade, U.S. 
rice breeders have begun 
to pay more attention to 
the quality characteristics 
requested by Latin American 
rice importers. Rice breeders 
from six public research 

institutions and three private companies will share the 
results of their recent, elite lines that meet the chalk, 
length and stickiness levels requested by consumers in our 
largest export markets.

Risk Perception and Misperception  
We sometimes worry about things we 
shouldn’t and don’t worry about things 
we should. Worse, we dismiss clear 
evidence that our risk perceptions are 
off the mark and we act in ways that 
may leave us poorer, unhealthier, and 
less safe.

EXCITING AND 

TIMELY PROGRAMMING 
Conference programming is carefully curated to offer a tangible benefit to attendees.  We 
have exciting speakers and outstanding educational sessions that will make your time spent 
in New Orleans truly impactful to you, to your bottom line, and to your business.

Visit the conference website for the latest details on sessions.

Keynote Speaker: Dan Gardner | Award-Winning Journalist and Bestselling Author 

In this stimulating and entertaining presentation, Dan 
Gardner shows the explanation lies in our brain and the 
ancient environment that shaped it. The good news? 
Understanding how psychology can lead us astray is the 
first step to catching our mistakes about risk and making 
smarter decisions.

Here is a Sampling of Planned Educational Programming

Dan Gardner

Tanner Ehmke, 
CoBank

Milo Hamilton, 
FirstGrain

Ward Bloodwart, 
Helena

n  The Future of Conservation
n  Consumer Trends in Rice Consumption
n  A Macro Economic Look at Rice and Ag Markets
n  The Master Farmer Program

Other session topics include:

n  Climate Change and Carbon Credits Markets
n  Cyber Security for Mills
n  State Research and Outlook Reports
n  And Much More!

http://www.usarice.com/outlook
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Conference Hotel
Hotel Room Rates, Dates, and Availability:  USA Rice 
has a special conference rate of $169 single or double for 
hotel rooms available on a first-come, first-served basis 
for reservations made no later than Nov. 2, 2021.  Making 
reservations by this deadline does not guarantee that a 
room is available, so it is recommended you make your 
hotel reservations as soon as possible.  The conference 
rates are available three days prior and three days after, 
subject to availability.

Hotel Reservations:  Click here to reserve your room 
online or call the hotel directly at (877) 803-7534 and ask 
for the special USA Rice rate.  Please keep your reservation 
confirmation number.

Hotel Check-In/Check-Out Times:  Check-in is 3:00 p.m. 
and check-out is Noon. 

Parking: The Hyatt Regency New Orleans offers 
premium valet parking, but parking is limited and subject 

Registration Type Early Registration
(On/Before Nov. 5)

Registration
(Nov. 6 Through Dec. 3)

Onsite Registration
(Dec. 4-7)

Member $265 $365 $390

Non-Member $425 $525 $550

Guest $150 $150 $150

CONFERENCE

INFORMATION
This year’s conference will be held at the Hyatt Regency New 
Orleans located near the South Market District and adjacent to 
the Caesars Superdome.  Hotel is close to 20 local restaurants 
and is 1.3 miles from the historic French Quarter.

Hyatt Regency New Orleans

601 Loyola Avenue
New Orleans, LA  70113
Phone: (504) 561-1234
Reservations: (877) 803-7534 

Registration
Register by Nov. 5 for the lowest rate!  All U.S. rice farmers are eligible to register at the member rate.  You may also 
register at this rate if you are an employee of a company that is a current member of one of the of the following:  USA 
Rice Enterprise Partners, USA Rice Millers’ Association, USA Rice Merchants’ Association, and/or The Rice Foundation.

General Registration.  The general registration fee 
provides admittance to conference sessions, trade show, 
continental breakfasts, and receptions.  Please note, 
special events, such as tours and the annual Awards 
Luncheon, can be added for additional fees.

Guest Registration.  The guest registration fee provides 
admittance to receptions only.  Those interested in 
attending conference sessions must pay the general 
registration fee.  Please note, special events, such as 
tours and the annual Awards Luncheon, can be added for 
additional fees.  

Name Badges.  Name badges are required for admittance 
to all conference functions.  Name badges are issued only 
to conference registrants and registered guests.

Photo Release:  Attendees acknowledge and give 
unrestricted permission for USA Rice to use photographs, 
video, and audio recordings taken during the event to 
report on and promote this and future conferences. 

Cancellation Policy.  All changes/cancellations must be 
sent in writing to jbryant@usarice.com by Nov. 19, 2021.  
All cancellation requests received by Nov. 19, 2021, will 
receive a full refund.  No refunds will be made after that 
date.

Special Assistance.  Persons requiring special 
accommodations or having any dietary restrictions to 
attend or participate in this conference should contact 
Jeanette Davis at (240) 682-0059 or e-mail  
jdavis@usarice.com no later than Dec. 1, 2021.

to availability.  There are several parking lots nearby, 
including 1301 Girod Parking Garage that connects directly 
to the hotel.  Merit Parking operates this lot and pricing 
ranges from $25 for self to $40 for valet. 

Transportation 
Airport:  Hyatt Regency New Orleans is located 15 
miles/30 minutes from the Louis Armstrong International 
Airport.  Hyatt Regency New Orleans partners with a local 
shuttle service to make your trip to/from the Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans International Airport easy.   
Click here to reserve your spot at least 24 hours prior to 
your flight arrival time.

Around Town:  The Hyatt Regency New Orleans is ap-
proximately a mile from the historic French Quarter.  New 
Orleans Loyola Streetcar Line passes the hotel every 20 
minutes and runs to Canal Street, Harrah Casino and other 
attractions.  The fee is $1.25 paid upon boarding.  One-
Day and 3-day passes are also available for $3 and $9.  
Uber and Lyft are also available.

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/MSYRN/G-RICE
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/louisiana/hyatt-regency-new-orleans/msyrn
mailto:jbryant%40usarice.com?subject=
mailto:jdavis%40usarice.com?subject=
https://www.airportshuttleneworleans.com/portals/hyatt-regency-new-orleans
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Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2021
Time: 9:30 a.m. to Noon
Departure: Meet in hotel lobby at 9:15 a.m.
Price: $125

Experience the fun, food, and the folklore of New Orleans 
right in the heart of the French Quarter!

Ever wonder what the secret ingredients are to a delicious 
Jambalaya or how to make the perfect Etouffee?  Wait no 
more!  You will have a private demonstration at renowned 
New Orleans School of Cooking.

You will watch as an expert Creole and Cajun chef 
demonstrates the natives’ secrets in a three-hour private 
demonstration class.  Some of the specialties are:  
Jambalaya, Crawfish Pies, Etouffee, and File’ Gumbo, just 
to name a few.

SPECIAL 

EVENTS
We are excited to offer special events for registered attendees and guests.  Advance 
payment is required to reserve a spot.  Onsite registration for events will be subject to 
availability.  An event may be cancelled if the minimum participant sign-up is not met.

Annual Awards Luncheon
Date: Monday, December 6, 2021
Time: Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Where: Celestine Ballroom E
Price:   $20

A highlight of every USA Rice Outlook Conference is the 
annual Awards Luncheon.  It’s an exciting event where 
attendees gather to recognize and reward their peers for 
accomplishments in service to the industry.  The luncheon 
includes a salad, entrée, dessert, tea, and coffee. 

Rice Awards:
n Rice Farmer of the Year Award
n Rice Industry Award
n Rice Lifetime Achievement Award

Additional Recognition:
n National Rice Month Scholarship
n USA Rice PAC Outstanding 

Contributor Award
n USA Rice Distinguished Conservation Achievement 

Award
n USA Rice Sustainability Award
n Rice Leadership Development Program’s New Class

Mardi Gras World Float Tour & Mask Making
Date: Monday, December 6, 2021
Time: 2:00 to 5:30 p.m.
Departure: Meet in hotel lobby at 1:45 p.m.
Price: $125

The workshop begins with a guided tour where 
participants will learn about the float building process, as 
well as, the history and significance of Mardi Gras in New 
Orleans.  

Artists work all year round to build the spectacular floats 
and props that bring Mardi Gras to life.  Each year there 
are over 500 floats built and decorated by these talented 
artists.  This entire experience let’s your guests get up 
close and personal to the floats that will be parading down 
the streets during the upcoming carnival season.  This truly 
is the place where Mardi Gras in made!

The Mask making activity is 
both enjoyable and rewarding.  
After learning a brief history 
about masking in New Orleans, 
participants will get to make their 
very own one-of-a-kind creation.

Click here for a short video about Mardi Gras World.

Price Includes:
n 15-minute HD movie
n Transportation to and from Hotel
n Tour Guides
n A slice of King Cake
n Supplies to make your own Mardi Gras mask

Minimum: 30 participants

Creole Cooking – A Louisiana Cooking Demonstration
Besides all the herbs and spices, fun 
is a primary ingredient in a Louisiana 
kitchen as experts season guests 
with history, trivia, and tall tales.  It’s 
a guaranteed good time for all.

Price Includes:
n Cooking Demonstration
n Transportation to and from 

Hotel
n Tour Guides
n Taste of dish prepared
n Recipe

Minimum: 30 participants

https://www.nolameetings.com/mardi-gras-tour/
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Registration

Special Events

2021 USA RICE OUTLOOK CONFERENCE

REGISTRATION FORM
 PRIMARY REGISTRANT

Contact Information
Full Name

Farm/Company

Street Address

City, State Zip Code

Email

Direct Phone Mobile Phone

Select Primary Affiliation with U.S. Rice Industry:
Farmer

Miller

Rough Rice Merchant

Seed Business

End User

Crop Consultant

Crop Protection Products

Government/Extension/University

Farm Equipment/Technology

Ag Lender

Industry Relations/Advocacy

Other:

Registration Questions

Please check if you do not want to be listed on the 
registration list

Please list any dietary restrictions.

Badge Information (if different than above)
Name Farm/Company

 GUEST REGISTRANT(S)

Full Name Badge Name (if different) Full Name Badge Name (if different)

Please check if you do not want to be listed on the 
registration list

Please check if you do not want to be listed on the 
registration list

Please list any dietary restrictions. Please list any dietary restrictions.

 REGISTRATION DETAILS

 Registration Fee

 Special Events

Quantity

Quantity

Total

Total

Pricing On/Before November 5

Member – $265

Non-Member – $365

Guest – $150

Pricing On/After November 6

Member – $425

Non-Member – $525

Guest – $150

 SUMMARY & PAYMENT OPTIONS

Grand Total

Payment Methods
Let us know how you would like to remit payment and we will follow-up 
with next steps.

ACH

Check (payable to USA Rice Federation)

Credit Card

Awards Luncheon – $20

Mardi Gras World Float Tour – $125

Creole Cooking – $125

By registering and participating in the 2021 USA Rice Outlook Conference you are agreeing to adhere to the Event Code of Conduct.

https://www.usarice.com/outlook/safety


 Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open 

 Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021

7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open 

6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. USA Rice Outlook Conference Grand Opening Reception 

TBA USA Rice Back Our PAC Event (Ticketed Event) 

 Monday, Dec. 6, 2021

7:00 a.m. to Noon Registration Desk Open 

2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Hospitality Desk Open 

7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Exhibit Hall / New Products Session / Continental Breakfast 

9:30 a.m. to Noon General Session I 

Noon to 1:30 p.m. USA Rice Outlook Annual Rice Awards Luncheon (Ticketed Event)

2:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Special Event:  Mardi Gras World Float Tour (Ticketed Event)

2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Concurrent Education Sessions 

3:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. Break in Exhibit Hall 

3:45 p.m. to 5:20 p.m. Concurrent Education Sessions 

5:20 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Visit Exhibits / Networking

6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Annual USA Rice Outlook Conference Reception 

 Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2021

7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Hospitality Desk 

7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Exhibit Hall / Networking / Continental Breakfast

9:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Concurrent Education Sessions 

9:30 a.m. to Noon Special Event:  Creole Cooking – A Louisiana Cooking Demo (Ticketed Event)

Noon Exhibit Hall Closes

1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. General Session II 

3:30 p.m. 2021 USA Rice Outlook Conference Adjourns

SCHEDULE

AT-A-GLANCE

USA Rice is an equal opportunity provider and employer. USA Rice does not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, disability, age, marital/family status, or political beliefs.

Persons requiring special accommodations or having any dietary restrictions to attend or participate in this conference should 
contact Jeanette Davis at (240) 682-0059 or e-mail jdavis@usarice.com no later than December 1, 2021.
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mailto:jdavis@usarice.com
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